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Coverage of MRSA In major
UK/USA newspapers
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Hit squads tackle high-risk hospitals

Rapid response teams could order shutdowns if they feel high
mortality rates threaten patients

Denis Campbell, health correspondent
The Chserver, Sunday December 7 2008
Aticle history

y o\ .
Warie Edwards holds a photograph of her daughter Jazmine, one of nearly 30
bahies whoa died after surgery at Bristal Royal Infirmary. Photograph: Kirsty
WigglesworthiPA
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death, infection and botched operations appear to be harming or killing



Risk of...
%0
Death 8%
Disease 22%
High costs to.NHS 12% > The new MRSA?
Delay of healing 6%
Other 2%

> Fear of UK...
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http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-1050174/Deaths-hospital-superbug-C-diff-soar-THIRD-just-year.html
http://www.news.com.au/dailytelegraph/story/0,,24234431-5014104,00.html

Lead paragraph based on...

%
Victim of MRSA 23%
Political statement 16%
Statement from DH 14%
Products related to MRSA 8%
Statement from health profession/ group 8%
Scientific report/ publication 7%
Death from MRSA 6%0
Unclean hospitals/journalist investigating this 4%
Increasing cases 4%
MRSA in animals 3%
Other 3%
New outbreak — no death 3%
Advice to public about MRSA 1%
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Sources directly quoted in all articles

Sources %0 all sources
Public affected by MRSA 16%
Politician Labour 13%
Scientist / Doctor 13%
Politician other 10%
Department of Health / HPA 10%
Hospital representatives 9%
Public — other 5%
Pressure group 5%
Other (e.g. lawyer, union, private health care, company) 690
Health other 3%
Nurse 2%
Celebrity 2%
BMA / Royal Colleges 2%
Infection Control Nurses Association 2%
Hospital Infection Society 1%
Cleaners 1%
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Solutions attributed to health professionals

Private Cleaning
healthcare 30%
Alt. Medicine 39

3%
Screening
3%
Reduce drug0
New dru
l;/i Other 16% 0
5%
Isolatloon units Hospital
5% guidelines
RingfencindRelated to 11%
8% animals
11%
Ideas that change
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Reported causes of MRSA

Reported solutions of MRSA

%0
Cleaners / cleanliness 36%
Hospital staff’s own hygiene / lack
knowledge 22%
Government health targets 8%
Invasive procedures 6%0
Over-prescription of antibiotics 6%
Bed occupancy levels 5%
Lack of isolation rooms 5%
Other 5%
Government policy 2%
Pressure of lack of space 2%
Visitors policy 1%
Government cut-backs 1%
Shortage of consultants with
infectious disease control expertise 1%
Pressure on health professionals to
prescribe antibiotics 0.4%

Ideas that change
TheKings Fund) healthcare

%0
Cleaner wards / hospital 38%
Matron/inspections 14%
Cleaning product (or self-cleaning
product) 7%
New drug 6%
Hospital guidelines 5%
Other 5%
Patients asking staff to wash hands 4%
More money from government 3%
Isolation units 3%
Scientific research 2%
Reduce drug use 2%
Private healthcare 2%
Homeopathy/alternative 2%
Related to pets 2%
Other product 3%
Ringfencing 1%
Screening for MRSA 1%




MRSA only once

Context in which stories mention

%
NHS / patients 39%
Politics / political profiles 24%
Shares relating to products 149%
Celebrity profile 8%
Science / health in general 8%
Other 5%
Public opinion poll 2%
Homeopathy 1%
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The[\lirror

Ray Winstone has launched a bitter attack on
Britain and says he wants to move abroad.
The 51-year-old movie hardman is fed up of
crime, filthy NHS wards, high taxes and
politicians and says the country has "gone to
the dogs"...

The dad of three also laid into the NHS,
saying: "l see people going into hospital and
coming out worse with MRSA.“...

- The Mirror 1.12.08
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/doctorwho/gallery/s2_01gallery/1024/cats3.jpg
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MRSA cure cream developed in SSEIA) Advanced Search
Sl ony man's garage

Sky v package Last updated at 17:59 22 April 2005
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A cream which could help prevent the spread of MRSA has hitthe pharmacy shelves of

The lotionwas developed by Brian Bennett in his garage in Muneaton, YWarwickshire,
originally to help treat his wife's dermatitis.

. E50M

The 65-year-old, who has no medical training and researched the field using journals
loaned from a local library, signed a deal with the US-owned retail giant which could
make hirm a millionaire.

« vouchers

Hospital trials revealed the barrier cream could destroy the superbug within seconds
of being rubbed into the skin and could pratect againstthe hacteria for up to four
hours.

hir Bennett said: "l am not a doctor. T have got no medical background. But | was
determined to do something for my wife and it looks like | will be helping thousands of
peaple in doing so. It's very humbling.”

He said he understood people were frightened of going into hospital in case they

spread or contracted the MRSA bug and hoped his product could help.
ove

Mr Bennett said: "MRSA walks into hospitals every day, it doesn't matter whether you've The 1?—year—0|d is said 1o
bo o b

mrttha rlaanact hnonital in tha sweorld bt cofcic oo

E Rbbre P Aziberasil eoked B Trternet

Is Garlic the Cure?

Or oregano?

Or do vyou need an NHS survival kit?
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http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/woman/health/article1279834.ece
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-1088893/MRSA-wiped--OREGANO-say-British-scientists.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/3189620/NHS-survival-kit-goes-on-sale-to-protect-against-hospital-bugs-like-MRSA.html
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CULTURE OF RESISTANCE A SEATTLE TIMES INVESTIGATION

HOW OUR HOSPITALS
UNLEASHED AN EPIDEMIC .

The drug-resistant germ MRSA lurks in Washington hospitals, carried by patients
and staff and fueled by inconsistent infection control. This stubborn germ is
spreading at an alarming rate, but no one has tracked these cases — until now.

Superbug on the march
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prehensive accounting of MRSA
cases in Washingson hospitals —The
“Times gained access to tate files that
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the skiri s tiny asa mosquito bite.
Six ok of seven people infected
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Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention set off a media frenzy with
its announcement thar Invasive
MRSA infections claim at least
18, DOﬁIivaayal\. mare than AIDS,
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for decades. And all long. there has
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First steps to Infection control, but isolation Is key

The burm team uses MRSA contac precautions as ft tends 60-d patient in
isolation at Harborview Wedical Genter in Seattle, Visitars and staff must
wear gowns, masks and gloves before entering the patien’s room. But at

overcrowded Harborview, MRSA patients can't always be isolared.
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Hospitals marshal resources to
wipe out MRSA

12.02.07 USA Today

Threat From Infectious Diseases
Growing
-29.10.08 Washington Post

Killer bug puts focus on 'the will'
to stop it; Outbreaks prompt calls
for more action by feds

19.10.07 USA Today

Time to come clean with grim
truth of the superbug

23.05.08 Irish Independent


http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/

Typical USA coverage...

> Professional athletes

> High school athletes

> Elementary schools

> Action in schools

Community vs. health-care

Y Jails acquired infections?
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http://edition.cnn.com/2008/HEALTH/conditions/10/28/staph.football/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,429581,00.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2007/HEALTH/10/26/bacteria.staph/index.html
http://www.boston.com/news/health/articles/2007/11/11/schools_trying_to_stay_ahead_of_staph_infections/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2004430956_mrsa22m.html

Why Is any of this important?

BIGGEST FEARS ABOUT HOSPITAL
J05%

25%

10%
10%

|:| Hospital infections
) Long wait for treatment

|:| Mixed-sex accommaodation
[ Not enough staff

. Low-guality care

. Mone of thesea

SOURCE: BEC/CM Rezearch
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Links and relationships?

' Media

media the public

The public

policy

TheKingsFund> o yans



The social, media and political
context of HAIs

Dr Tammy Boyce
Research Fellow, Public Health

TheKingsFund> o yans



	The media, political and social contexts of HAIs 
	Coverage of MRSA in major�UK/USA newspapers
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Typical USA coverage… �
	Why is any of this important? 
	Links and relationships? 
	The social, media and political context of HAIs 

